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5. COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EA AND RESPONSES  
 
A total of four comment letters (A-D) were received following circulation of the Draft EA.  Copies 
of these letters are presented on the following pages of this section of the Final EA.  On each 
letter are notations that identify specific substantive comments (A.1, A.2, C.2, D.5, etc.) on the 
Draft EA.   
 
NEPA requires comments on the Draft EA to be considered in this section provides responses 
to environmental issues raised regarding the environmental effects of the proposed project.  
Comments that state opinions about the overall merit of the project or comment on the project 
description are generally not responded to unless a specific environmental issue is raised within 
the context of the specific comment made.  DOE, the decision-maker in relation to the Proposed 
Action, considers these comments and responses to these comments on the Draft EA. 
 
The following letters were received: 
 
A. United States Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services, 

Colorado Field Office, LeRoy W. Carlson, Colorado Field Supervisor.  Letter dated 
March 27, 2003. 

 
B. Southern Ute Indian Tribe, Tribal Information Services, Edna Frost, Director.  Letter 

dated February 25, 2002. 
 
C. Jefferson County Planning and Zoning Department, Michael Smyth, AICP, Planner.  

Letter dated April 14, 2003. 
 
D. Sentinel and Transcript Newspapers, Golden Transcript, Sabrina Henderson, 

Golden Editor.  Email Message March 24, 2003. 
 
The following discussion provides a response to each substantive comment on the Draft EA.  
Some responses (A.2, C.29, C.31, C.32 and C.41) involved revising the text presented in the 
Draft EA.  The other comments and responses did not require revising the text of the Draft EA.  
The text of this Final EA includes the entire text of the Draft EA and the appropriate revisions. 
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